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a pipe, which they call a calumet; they smoke in
honor of the Sun, and also in honor of absent
persons; they have smoked in honor of our Fort and
of our Vessel; yet I cannot tell you anything positive
concerning the ideas that they may hold of the Deity,
not having been able to examine them thoroughly.
I will only add that they are extremely superstitious,
and very dissolute; and that they live in polygamy,
and in a great aversion to the Christian Religion.

By this you see, my Reverend Father, that it will
be very difficult to establish Religion among these
Peoples. If we wish to make any progress therein, I
believe that we must begin with the K7igs and the
Assiniboéls. Not only are these Savages more
numerous, but it seems to me that they are not
so averse to Religion; they have more intelligence;
they are settled, at least for three or four months,
and we could more easily start a Mission in their
Country. Not that I do not see the difficulties that
we would have in establishing ourselves among
them; I do not know whether our first Fathers had
as many in their first Missions in Canada as these
promise us. But this is not what should deter us;
God will take care of us, and I hope that the more
arduous these Missions may be, the more Missionaries
we shall find who will offer themselves to God, that
they may be sent there.

It still remains, my Reverend Father, for me to
speak of the climate and of the temperature of this
Country. As I have already said, the Fort is at
about the fifty-seventh degree of latitude, situated at
the entrance of two large rivers; but the land is very
unproductive; it is a Country wholly marshy and
abounding in Savannes [meadows]. There are few



